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Seattle Lutheran High School  

College Night Information Packet  

2021-22 
 

Gathering Information & Choosing a College: 
 

1. Think about your personal interests and preferences.  

2. Ask yourself some questions: 

• Would you prefer a large or medium size university or small college?  

• Do you prefer lectures or discussion; large or small classes?  

• Do you want to attend a Christian college or university, a liberal arts college, or a 

women’s college?  

• Do you want to stay close to home (Washington or Oregon) or would you like to 

experience living in a new part of the country? 

• Do you prefer a large city or a small college town?  

• What fields of study interest you – are you interested in a specialized program that is 

only available at a few schools?  

• Are you interested in study-abroad opportunities (a semester or year)?  

• Are you interested in playing a particular sport or other extra-curricular activity? 

Opportunities vary at colleges and universities. 

3. Gather information about colleges and universities that you might be interested in 

attending. 

4. Check the college bulletin board, Schoology updates, email and Naviance for information 

regarding Seattle area college fairs, visits by college representatives to our school, college 

campus open houses, campus visits, financial aid & scholarships. We will also post 

college rep visits on Schoology. 

5. Use the Internet.   

• Most colleges and universities have their own websites.  Some of the websites include 

a virtual tour of the campus as well as admissions requirements, applications and 

information about various programs. 

• Use Naviance. It can be very helpful in searching for colleges. See Mrs. Clark if you 

have questions. 

• Two excellent, reputable, free web 

• sites, which may be helpful, are: 

o College Board (www.collegeboard.org). It will help you narrow your search 

based on results of an online questionnaire. 

o Fast Web College Search! (www.fastweb.com.).  It is a customized college 

search including nearly 4000 detailed college profiles. 

o www.thewashboard.org.  They connect Washington students with Washington 

scholarship providers whether the student will be attending in state or out.  

More Scholarship information can be found on page 10. 

6. Seniors will be meeting with Mrs. Clark this fall to go over their specific college 

application process. Miss Vradenburgh is also available to discuss plans and answer 

questions. 

 

http://www.collegeboard.org/
http://www.fastweb.com./
http://www.thewashboard.org/
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Campus Visits: 

 

• University campus visits are a part of our college guidance program. We usually visit 

Seattle Pacific University (grade 9); Pacific Lutheran University (grade 10); and Western 

Washington University (grade 11). We hope to schedule campus visits again this year in 

the spring if possible. 

• We encourage you to visit additional college/university campuses that you are 

considering, if at all possible. They can really provide helpful information in making your 

college selections. 

o Schedule a visit via the college website or call the admissions office at the college 

or university you wish to visit.   

o They can arrange a tour for you – some schedule tour times; others arrange 

individual tours.  

o See the sheet entitled, Admission Fees and Deadlines to Private/Public 

Baccalaureates for Freshmen Starting in Fall 2021, for contact information, 

deadlines and application fees for Washington public (state) and private 

(independent) colleges and universities. For schools outside of Washington, you 

can check the college/university web site. On many of the websites you can also 

schedule a visit.  

o Some schools have special visitation days, which may include class visits. Some 

offer overnight stays, if you wish. 

 

College Fairs: 
 

• College Fairs are a great opportunity to meet admissions officers. Putting a face to a 

name can be very effective when your application comes across their desk. 

• College Fairs provide general information about choosing a college and financial aid as 

well as information about specific colleges and universities.  

• Some of the major college fairs in the Seattle area this year are:  

 

1.  Christian College Fairs:  The Christian College Fair will be held in person on 

Wednesday, September 29, from 6-8 pm at Bellevue Christian High School.  Please 

see their website for more information and to register at 

https://myblueprintstory.com/virtual-christian-college-fairs.  Check out virtual 

options on that website as well.   

2.  PNACAC’s (Pacific Northwest Association for College Admission Counseling) 

College Fair will be held in person on Monday, September 27, at the University of 

Washington Seattle campus from 4 - 7 pm.  Please go to their website for more 

information and to register:  https://www.pnacac.org/seattle-fair 

3.  National College Fairs sponsored by NACAC will be offered virtually this fall. 

There are six different virtual fairs offered between September 28 – November 14.  

Please see this link for details:  https://virtualcollegefairs.org/conventions  

 

 

 

 

https://myblueprintstory.com/virtual-christian-college-fairs
https://seattlelutheran.us20.list-manage.com/track/click?u=82fc73ae6af4c38ad430065b7&id=9208292040&e=87d81aa954
https://virtualcollegefairs.org/conventions
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Four-Year College Applications: 

 
The application season runs from September/October to January/February, depending on the 

school.  

1. It is probably a good idea to apply to between 6 and 9 schools, to keep your options open 

until you gain more information (including financial aid packages) and finalize your 

plans.  (Consider 2 – 3 schools in each category:  Reach Schools, Match Schools, and 

Safety Schools.) 

• The exact number, which is appropriate for you, depends on such factors as: How 

competitive are the schools to which you are applying? Will you need financial aid? 

Do you meet all of the entrance requirements (GPA; academic course requirements; 

and SAT, ACT, &/or TOEFL test scores)?  

• Be realistic. Remember most schools require an application fee, so you probably 

don’t want to send too many applications, but be sure to give yourself some options. 

Some may not accept you or may not offer you adequate financial aid.  

2. Apply early!  

• At least, meet the priority application deadlines.   

• Some of the Washington state public universities will begin to notify students of 

acceptance on November 1, so September/October applications may receive answers 

early. 

• Not all early applicants will hear that soon. With the holistic/comprehensive review 

process, schools will be making decisions from November 1 until March or April. 

• The earliest Washington college final application deadline is the University of 

Washington-Seattle.  They opened their freshman application on September 1 and 

the final deadline is November 15, 2021. They will mail all decisions between 

March 1 and 15, 2021.  

3. After receiving acceptances & financial aid packages, you can weigh that information 

along with your preferences to make a final decision. 

4. If you are considering a state (public) university or college as a first choice, it is 

important to have a back-up plan as they have limited enrollment numbers. This has been 

true especially at the University of Washington in recent years. Due to limited state 

funding, increasing numbers of applicants, and increasing costs, the state schools are 

finding that they are “oversubscribed.” As a result, enrollment has become more selective 

at many of the state universities. 
5. At the University of Washington-Seattle (due to enrollment limits) – not all community 

college transfer students with an AA degree will automatically be accepted. The UW 

does reserve a percentage of transfer spaces for Washington community college transfers 

with AA degrees. (This does not include the UW Bothell and Tacoma campuses; they are 

not a “backdoor” route for admission to the UW Seattle campus. Those campuses have 

separate application processes. Their deadlines are not the same.) 
 

Two-Year/ Community College Applications 

 
1. Two- year colleges are also closing enrollment earlier, so apply in early 2022, if you are 

considering community college.  
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2. They generally require both an application and a placement test, which needs to be 

scheduled before the application is complete.  
3. Some also require an interview/meeting with an advisor. 

 

The College Application Process: 
 

1. Complete the application forms. 

• Read and follow directions carefully. 

• Answer questions completely.  

• PROOF READ your application and attachments!   

• Remember that you are trying to make a good first impression. The application 

readers do not know you; they will make decisions based on what you present in your 

application. 

• Common Application: 

o Many private and some state colleges/universities accept the Common 

Application, which can simplify the process. You complete the one application 

and can send it to any of the schools included on the Common Application, 

currently about 900 colleges/universities.  

o The website for the Common Application is www.commonapp.org.  

o If you use the Common Application, you will be required to “match” it to your 

Naviance account.  Students must use Naviance to request all transcripts and 

letters of recommendation even when using the Common App. Please refer to 

page 13, “Managing College Applications in Naviance”, for instructions. 

o Some schools have their own Writing Supplement to the Common Application. 

Be sure to check the schools you apply to for any Writing Supplements and 

complete any that are required.   

o You will be asked to sign a FERPA (Family Educational Rights and Privacy Act) 

waiver: Click here for more information. 

• Online Applications:  

o Most schools use online applications. 

o The University of Washington uses a shared application platform called the 

Coalition for College. See https://admit.washington.edu/apply/freshman/how-to-

apply/#account 

o Some colleges and universities accept applications online without an application 

fee. 

o Some accept applications online, but you must either mail the application fee or 

use a credit card to submit the fee.  

o Some require that official transcripts be mailed. We can now securely submit 

most online through Naviance. 

o Most schools now require that test scores be sent directly from the College Board 

(SAT) or ACT.  Many colleges are test-optional for the fall of 2021.  See page 7 

for more details. 

o Check the website of the individual school for further information. 

• Compile a resume of activities, community service, and awards or honors.  You 

can use your SLHS Activity Sheet if it is up to date and complete. This information is 

requested on many college and university applications as well as scholarship 

applications. Some may require a specific format, but once you have all of the 

information it is relatively easy to reorganize it. Give a copy to Mrs. Clark and a 

http://www.commonapp.org/
https://appsupport.commonapp.org/applicantsupport/s/article/What-is-the-FERPA-Waiver
https://admit.washington.edu/apply/freshman/how-to-apply/#account
https://admit.washington.edu/apply/freshman/how-to-apply/#account
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teacher to use in writing recommendations for you. (Note: The more specifics we can 

provide in recommendations, the more it will help you.) 

• Save a copy of every page of the application and any attachments, such as the 

activities record or resume and personal statement or essay. (Colleges receive 

hundreds or even thousands of applications and things can get lost.)  

• Making a file folder for each school is helpful. 

 

2. Requesting Transcripts: 

• Colleges will either let you upload an unofficial copy of your transcript into the 

application, type it into the applications itself, or require that they be sent officially 

(we use Naviance, a Parchment service, as a secure portal) 

• All official transcript requests must be made from students’ Naviance accounts or 

they may email Mrs. Clark with at least 1-2 week’s notice prior to a deadline.  In 

Naviance, click on the College tab and then on Manage Transcripts.  

• Some transcripts must still be mailed to be official, but most can be sent online 

through Naviance. 

• The University of Washington-Seattle and some of the California state universities do 

not ask for a transcript until you are admitted and confirm enrollment.  Then they 

want a final, complete transcript, including the graduation date. They will use the 

“self-reporting” information on the application, so it is important that this is complete 

and accurate. Ask Mrs. Clark or Miss Vradenburgh to check this part to be sure 

everything is in the correct category.  

 

3.  Check Application Deadlines.   

• Most of the 4-year schools begin accepting applications now.   

• Some schools have Early Action and/or Early Decision admissions in November or 

December (usually November 1 – December 1 are the application deadlines). 

• Apply early if you wish to be considered for financial aid. The priority deadlines are 

often the deadlines for admission in order to be eligible for financial aid packages. 

After that, financial aid is often based on what is “left over” after the packages are 

offered to those admitted in the first round.  

• Apply early – well before the priority deadlines – to avoid being put on the “wait 

list.” Even if you do not plan to apply for financial aid, do not put off the applications 

until the printed deadlines. Schools may close admissions earlier than the published 

deadline, depending upon the number of applications received. Also, many schools 

give housing priorities to early applicants. 

 

4. Letters of References/ Recommendations: 

• Recommendations are required for most private colleges/universities and many out-

of-state public schools as well as most scholarships. 

• Most of the state universities and colleges in Washington do not require 

recommendations and some, such as the UW, do not accept them, unless it is for a 

particular scholarship or special program. However, students who are on the “wait 

list” at Washington universities may be asked for recommendations, depending on the 

school. Some do accept recommendations with the applications, especially if there is 

pertinent information which will not otherwise show up on the application. 

• If you need recommendations, ask someone who knows you well.  Be sure to check 

the requirements.  Most ask for 1 counselor and 1 teacher. Some ask for 1 teacher, 1 

counselor or administrator, and/or 1 non-school reference (such as employer, pastor, 
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coach, family friend, etc.).  The college counselor, a teacher, or a coach who knows 

you well are good choices. 

• Ask the person that you choose if he/she will write a recommendation for you.   

• Ask early – well before the deadline. Do not wait until the last day or two. It takes 

time and thought to write a good recommendation, which will be more helpful to you 

than one written in haste to meet a last minute deadline. 

• If the school or scholarship committee provides a special form, give it to the person 

writing the recommendation, along with the address and postage.  Teachers can give 

them to Mrs. Clark to include with the transcript, if not done online. 

• If they do not provide a form, but give criteria or qualifications for the scholarship, or 

say what they are looking for, be sure to provide that information to the person 

writing the recommendation, so that he/she can emphasize those traits and activities. 

• Provide the person(s) writing your recommendations with a resume of your activities, 

honors, awards, and jobs, or your school activity sheet. This is helpful in writing a 

strong recommendation. 

• You must send an official request to your chosen teacher using your Naviance 

account.  See page 13 for instructions on how to do that.  The teacher then sends 

their letter to the university securely using Naviance. 

• Remember to thank those who write recommendations for you. 

• Note:  Mrs. Clark writes all students a counselor letter of recommendation for those 

applying using the Common Application.  A counselor recommendation is part of that 

process. 

 

5.  Essay or Personal Statement: 

• If your application requires an essay or personal statement, be sure to write a rough 

draft. 

• A personal statement is intended to be both personal and a statement.   

• Ask someone (college counselor, teacher, or parent) to read it and make suggestions. 

• The senior English teachers will have you write one college essay for class so you can 

begin working on this important part right away.   

• Check essay topics for schools you are interested in attending. 

• Read and follow the directions carefully.  

o What are the criteria?  

o Is there a specific topic given or do you choose your own?  

o Remember the admissions officers do not know you. You are trying to sell 

yourself as a strong candidate for admission.   

o Be sure to answer all parts of the question.   

o Are there specific requirements regarding typing or handwriting, margins, and 

spacing?  

• Proofread your final essay carefully. Have at least one adult proofread it as well. 

• Neatness and accuracy are important. Your goal is to create a good first impression.  

• Be sure to keep a copy of your essay.   

 

SAT and ACT Test Scores:  
 

1.  Some 4-year colleges and universities require that you take either the SAT or ACT for 

admission. Many colleges are now considered test-optional.  This means that you are not 

required to submit a test score and it will not be held against you in the admissions 
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process.  Other colleges are test-blind which means they won’t look at any SAT/ACT 

scores.  If you plan to start at a community college, you may need the SAT or ACT to 

transfer so it is good to take it now, while you are still involved in math courses. You also 

might need a score for certain scholarship programs. 

2.  There is an advantage to taking both the ACT and SAT.   

• Results have shown that many students will score higher on one or the other, and you 

can use the best score.  

• Students often score higher on one or the other because they are different types of 

tests.  Most colleges accept either test. Some schools Super Score the SAT. 

o The SAT is divided into 2 parts – EBRW (Evidence Based Reading & 

Writing) and Math.  The writing portion has been discontinued.   

o The ACT is more curriculum-based. It is divided into 4 parts – English, math, 

reading comprehension, and science reasoning, plus an optional essay section.    

• Taking both may help you qualify for admission or for such awards as the 

Washington State Honors at graduation, etc. — all of which can be helpful in 

applying for scholarships. 

3. Check the requirements of the schools you are interested in.  Schools vary in their 

requirements. 

4. Seniors should take these tests no later than the November SAT and/or October ACT 

during most years. You must request that your scores be sent directly from the testing 

agency to the colleges/universities. You can choose 4 schools to receive scores free. 

5. Sophomores and Juniors typically take the PSAT on the All-School Test Day in 

October.  Students can also try SAT sample questions and practice tests to become 

familiar with the test at www.collegeboard.org, or head to KhanAcademy.org/sat 

for Official SAT Practice.   

You should plan to take the SAT and/or the ACT in the winter or spring. We recommend 

that you take both tests which makes it possible to take one or both again in the fall, if 

you wish to try to improve your scores. It also gives you a set of scores to use if you 

choose Early Action admissions. 

6. ***Important Note: The SLHS school CEEB code # is 481167.  
The applications will ask for this number. Be sure to include the correct number.  If you 

do not list the number, we cannot use them to be able to nominate students for various 

awards and scholarships. 

7. Test Score Reports: When you take the SAT or ACT, you can choose to have the test 

scores sent directly to four colleges free. Most colleges have a requirement that the test 

scores be sent electronically from the testing service. If you have already taken the test, 

be sure to request the scores from the testing service well ahead of the deadline as it can 

take about 4 weeks. This can slow the processing of your application as they only process 

complete applications, so it could mean you do not meet the deadline.  

8. Test Score Report Fees: There is a small fee for each additional SAT or ACT score 

report requested beyond the 4 free included with registration.  

 

National Test Dates: 2021 – 2022: 
 

 

ACT Test Dates:   Registration Deadlines: Late Registration Deadline:   

October 23, 2021  September 17, 2021  October 1, 2021 

December 11, 2021  November 5, 2021  December 5, 2021   

February 12, 2022  January 7, 2022  January 21, 2022 

http://www.collegeboard.org/
http://www.khanacademy.org/sat
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April 2, 2022   February 25, 2022  March 11, 2022 

June 11, 2022   May 6, 2022   May 20, 2022 

July 16, 2022   June 17, 2022   June 24, 2022 

 
Notes on ACT registration: (register for the ACT online (www.actstudent.org) 

• Remember to upload your photo to get your admission ticket. Take the ticket and your ID to the test 

site.  

• The basic fee is $60 for ACT without the Essay. 

• The basic fee is $85 for ACT with the Essay. 

• ACT: The writing (Essay) section is currently optional on the ACT. You have to choose either the 

ACT Assessment or the ACT Assessment Plus Writing (with an additional fee). 

• Some colleges and universities may require the writing option. Others want to see it, but do not 

require it.  

 

 

SAT Test Dates:  Regular Registration Deadlines: Late Registration Deadlines  

October 2, 2021  September 3, 2021   September 21, 2021 

November 6, 2021  October 8, 2021   October 26, 2021   

December 4, 2021  November 4, 2021   November 23, 2021   

March 12, 2022  February 11, 2022   March 1, 2022   

May 7, 2022   April 8, 2021    April 26, 2022    

June 4, 2022   May 5, 2022    May 25, 2022   

  

Notes on SAT registration: (register for the SAT online (www.sat.org/register) 

• Remember to upload a photo when you register to get your Admission Ticket for the test. Take the 

ticket and your ID to the test site. 

• The basic registration fee for SAT is $55. 

• The writing section has been discontinued.  

 
*Accommodations Application Process for SAT (College Board) and ACT: 
 
Please note that the process of applying for accommodations for the SAT and ACT must be initiated 
by the student/parent. The school will send all requested documentation, but it is the responsibility 
of the student/family to initiate the process.  See Mrs. White or Miss Vradenburgh for more 
information. 

 

Financial Aid: 

 

1. Financial Aid packages from colleges/universities may include: scholarships, grants, 

loans, and work-study.  

2. Scholarships are usually merit based (academic, athletic, or talent in the arts). 

3. Grants, loans, and work-study are usually need based. 

4. There may also be Tax Credits, depending on family income:   

• Hope Tax Credit  

• Lifetime Learning Tax Credit 

5. Virtual College Financial Aid Night at Seattle Lutheran on 

Monday, October 4.  Encourage your parents to attend.  A College Financial Aid 

Advisor will be here from Seattle Pacific University to provide information about various 

http://www.actstudent.org/
http://www.sat.org/register
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types of aid and about completing the FAFSA. (This information will apply to any 

school, not just SPU.) 

6. Here is a website which may be helpful in providing information about financial aid. 

http://studentaid.ed.gov/sa/.   

    

Financial Aid & the FAFSA (Free Application for Federal Student 

Aid): 
 

1. Nearly all financial aid programs require filing the FAFSA.  This includes most 

scholarships, grants, loans, and work-study programs, whether or not they are federally 

funded. The main exception is some competitive scholarships. 

2. FAFSA forms are filled out online. The FAFSA website is https://studentaid.gov/h/apply-

for-aid/fafsa.  

When you file online, you will use a FSA ID.  To apply for a FSA ID, go to 

https://studentaid.gov/help/create-fsa-id – this step can be done now so you will have the 

FSA ID when you are ready to file the FAFSA. It serves as an electronic signature for the 

FAFSA online as well as for making corrections on the FAFSA on the web, or for 

signing electronic promissory notes. Both student and parent need a separate FSA ID for 

doing the electronic signatures.  

3. There is a worksheet you can print so you will have the required information ready when 

you are ready to file the form.  

4. FAFSA forms may now be filed in October.  File them as soon as possible to be eligible 

for more financial aid options. The money runs out early at most schools, so priority goes 

to the earlier applicants.  

5. When you file in October, you will use your 2020 Income Tax Return.  You will need a 

copy of your tax return when you file. 

6. Remember to sign the FAFSA. Both student and parent must sign. 

7. Colleges usually send a financial aid package to applicants after the results of the FAFSA 

have been received.  Financial aid packages usually contain a combination of grants, 

loans, and perhaps work study, in addition to the expectations for student and parent 

contributions. 

8. You can access your Student Aid Report (SAR), including your Expected Family 

Contribution (EFC) on the FAFSA website. 

9. If your family income has substantially changed over the past 1-2 years, you should fill 

out the FAFSA normally and then apply for an appeal.  A recommended resource for 

filing appeals is https://formswift.com/swift-student.  

 

Scholarships: 

 

1. There are a variety of sources of scholarship information.  

2. You can begin with the following:  

• Check Naviance for a list of local scholarships and online search engines.  Go to the 

College tab and click on Scholarship List. 

• Check the websites of each university you are applying to.  Some award merit 

scholarships based on your admission application.  They will also have additional 

scholarships as well as departmental ones you can apply for. 

• Two free scholarship searches are the Fast Web Scholarship Search! 

(www.fastweb.com) and MyScholly at https://myscholly.com/. 

http://studentaid.ed.gov/sa/
https://studentaid.gov/h/apply-for-aid/fafsa
https://studentaid.gov/h/apply-for-aid/fafsa
https://studentaid.gov/help/create-fsa-id
https://formswift.com/swift-student
http://www.fastweb.com/
https://myscholly.com/
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• A third free scholarship search for Washington scholarships is sponsored by the 

Washington Scholarship Coalition, which includes private foundations, non-profit 

organizations, and state agencies. (www.TheWashBoard.org)  

• The Washington Student Achievement Council is an organization that promotes 

higher levels of educational attainment for students. They have good information on 

their website for students and families from grade 6 through college. See 

https://wsac.wa.gov/ for more information. 

• Check the financial aid information found on individual college websites.  

3. Deadlines vary, but many tend to be between January 1 and February 1.  Be sure to check 

the requirements because some are earlier and some later. Some schools have priority 

deadlines of December 1 for financial aid and require both the applications for admission 

and financial aid by that date. A few have even moved deadlines to November or 

December now that the FAFSA is filed in October. 

4. The process for completing applications is similar to that of college applications as 

indicated above.  

5. Be sure to ask for recommendations and transcripts well ahead of the deadline, so they 

can be mailed and received by the deadline. 

 

Loans: 
 

• There are several types of federal loans: some loans are available to students, others to 

parents. For information on all of them, go to https://studentaid.gov/understand-

aid/types/loans.  

 Federal Perkins Loans  

 Federal Stafford Loans 

 PLUS Loans (Parent Loans) 

 

Western Undergraduate Exchange (WUE): 
 

• WUE is a program, which allows undergraduate students to enroll in a participating state 

university at special, reduced tuition rates. This can provide substantial savings from out-

of-state for state universities in the participating states.  

• Generally for WUE students, the tuition is in-state fees plus 50% of that amount, which is 

a substantial reduction of the non-resident fees.  

• However, at some schools there is a limit on certain programs. 

• There are additional requirements that must be met, such as a minimum GPA, in many 

cases. 

• Participating states include: Alaska, Arizona, Colorado, Hawaii, Idaho, Montana, 

Nevada, New Mexico North Dakota, Oregon, South Dakota, Utah, Washington, and 

Wyoming. In many states, only certain universities participate in the program. 
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NCAA Athletic Participation &/or Scholarships:  
• If you plan to attend an NCAA college or university and play intercollegiate sports, you 

need to file forms with the NCAA Clearinghouse. 

• Taking sufficient core courses is a key to eligibility. The requirement is 16 Core Courses 

for Division 1 Schools. For Division 2 Schools, the requirement is 14 Core Courses. 

• Access registration materials on-line. The website is www.ncaaclearinghouse.net  

• See Mr. Hoogerhyde, Mrs. Clark or Miss Vradenburgh for more information, such as 

specifics about core course requirements. 

 

Definitions of terms: 
• Comprehensive/ Holistic Review – Most Washington public universities are now using 

a comprehensive or holistic review. They look at the courses taken, emphasizing CORE 

and advanced classes; use the personal statement or essay and the activities 

record/resume; and (depending upon the school) consider recommendations. Admissions 

officers are looking for a “rigorous” course schedule, going beyond the minimum 

requirements in academic/core courses, including through the senior year. (AP and 

Honors courses stand out on the transcript) 

• CADR’s – Core Academic Distribution Requirements – the CADR’s generally include 

minimum credits for the core courses. 

• The term CADR’s applies to the requirements set by the Washington Student 

Achievement Council and applies especially to Washington state public universities, 

but is similar to the requirements of many other colleges and universities. 

• English – 4 years 

• Math – 3 years (Algebra 1, Geometry, Algebra 2) or higher 

• Science – 3 years   

• Social Studies – 3 years This includes American History & Government; 

Contemporary World History, Geography, & Problems (our Global Studies); plus 

Civics, plus additional year (our Civics and World History) 

• World Languages – 2 consecutive years of the same language (Note:  UW Seattle’s 

admission officers state that 3 consecutive years is preferred). 

• Plus Fine, Visual or Performing Arts – 1 year  

• Washington State public universities also have a senior year math/Algebra-based 

science requirement. (Many other colleges and universities are looking for this also 

because it tends to lead to success in college.) 

• Note: Additional Washington state high school graduation requirements include: 

• Health & Fitness – 2 years (.5 Health, 1.5 Fitness) 

• Occupational Ed / CTE – 1 year 

• Fine Arts – 1 additional year (2 credits total) 

• Total credits = 24 

• Non-credit requirement: Washington State History in grades 7-12 

• Core Courses – Courses in English, Social Studies, Math, Science and World Languages 

are considered core courses. 

• Early Action – An Early Action application usually has a deadline of November 1 – 

December 1 (some even earlier). Admission decisions are made early by the colleges, 

usually soon after the application is received. They are not binding for the student. 

• Early Decision – An Early Decision application usually has about the same deadlines 

and decision times as Early Action, but there is a binding commitment that the student 

agrees to attend the school, if admitted. This can be helpful if a student is definite about 
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the choice of school; however, the decision must be made before financial aid packages 

are offered so it should not be used if the decision depends on the financial aid package 

offered. Sometimes schools will offer less financial aid to Early Decision candidates 

because they know they are not competing with other schools. Also, Early Decision 

usually requires a commitment form to be signed by student, parent, and school counselor 

indicating that if accepted, the student will attend and will withdraw all other 

applications. 

• National Decision Day – May 1 is now the date by which most colleges and universities 

ask students to put down a deposit and indicate their commitment/decision to attend. You 

should have your financial aid packages by then so you can make an informed decision. 

Paying that deposit usually allows students to apply for housing.  

• Priority Deadline – After this deadline, being placed on the “wait list” is more likely as 

applications received before this will receive priority and will be processed and decided 

upon first. Students with comparable grades, test scores, activities, and personal 

statements may not receive the same result – the one received before the deadline may be 

admitted, while the other may be put on the “wait list.” (Priority deadlines may also 

affect financial aid and housing.) 

• Super score – Some colleges/universities take the highest Math and highest Evidence 

Based Reading and Writing SAT score even if they are on different test dates. Some take 

the highest scores from a single testing date. Some super score ACT, but that is less 

common. 

• Test-Blind:  Test-blind schools offer a contrast to test-optional ones as they are not 

interested at all in students’ standardized test scores at all. If you submit your score, it 

won’t be considered, 

• Test-Optional:  If a college or university has a test-optional admissions policy, that 

means they allow all or some applicants to decide whether to submit SAT or ACT® 

scores as part of their application. It doesn’t mean that schools aren’t interested in seeing 

all applicants’ performance and potential—but if a student doesn’t submit their scores, it 

won’t be considered in the application review. 

• “Wait List” – It is not a ranked waiting list, but a pool of applicants, for whom the 

decision will be postponed until more careful review is done and/or the number of 

available spots is known.  

 

For a more comprehensive list of college admission terms, check out this link: 

College Admission Glossary: Learn the Lingo | Applying to College (collegeboard.org) 
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